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Theme 53. A good read.
The story behind Vermeer’s painting ‘Girl with a Pearl Earring’.
Speaking: discussing a painting.
Reading: extracts from the novel ‘Girl with a Pearl Earring’ by Tracy Chevelier.
Grammar: Past perfect continuous. 
Starter: 
Discuss these questions with the class.
Have you ever read the book and seen the film of the same story? Which was better, the book or the film?
Can you think of any famous pictures that could inspire the story of a new film? 
Have you heard of Vermeer? What do you know about him? 
Reading:
Tell Ss to read the text. Make sure they know the words from the text. Then ask them to look at the paintings and discuss the questions. Then Ss do the exercises to this text on their own and then check them with the class. 
Make sure they know the new words from the text.
Voc.: slip into a chair, glance, dangles, corner, farce, pierce, falter, close to done. 
Grammar:
Past perfect continuous. 
The past perfect continuous describes actions or events in progress up to the time of another event. The second past event is in the past simple or past continuous not the past perfect continuous. 
Ask Ss do the grammar exercises with the whole class. they read the text and change verbs from the sentence to the past perfect continuous. 
Word list:
Best-seller, boxed set, brass, catch up with, chin, clove, colossal, comply, conviction, craze, dangle, deafen, disbelief, elitist, faint, falter, farce, focal point, godsend, grab, greet, hallway, jug, lie on, needle, nosedive, overly, put forward, rate, sabre, set about, slip, slot, smarten up, stain, stench, sting, surgical, take over, tireless, unveil. 
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