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Theme 40. Animal rights.
Attitudes towards wild animals and how we treat them.
Speaking: discussing animal rights.
Listening: A radio debate about culling foxes.
Vocabulary: Verb idioms. Expressing opinions.
Starter: 
What do you know about foxes?
Are there foxes in your country?
What other wild creatures live or find food in cities in your country?
Is it right to hunt and kill animals such as foxes that annoy people in town?
Discuss these questions with the class.
Listening:
Play the radio debate about urban foxes in which a member of a resident’s association complains about the problems in her area with urban foxes and calls on them to be culled to control the numbers. 
Ss work in small groups of four to six and tell each other any stories or legends they know about foxes. Then ask Ss to report their ideas with the class.
Vocabulary:
Verb idioms.
Ss choose the correct idioms in the box to replace the phrases in the sentences. They look at tapescript and check their answers.  
Then ask Ss to ex-s on their own and check them with their partner.
Expressing opinions. 
We can use the following phrases to express their opinion:
personally, as far as I’m concerned, to be perfectly honest, frankly, we are absolutely convinced that , I really don’t think that, I don’t believe for a minute that, I may be wrong, but. 
Ask Ss to write the sentences on their own, using phrases, expressing opinion, then report them to their partners. 
Speaking: 
Put Ss into pairs. They read the list of activities, then discuss the questions below the list with their partner. Then they report their ideas to the class. 
Word list:
aggressive, cuddly, cute, docile, ferocious, inquisitive, lovely, obedient, playful, tame, vicious, add up, butt in, clear up, draw the line, miss the point, blow (your) top, insane, livid, lose (your) temper, need (your) head examined, round the bend, worked up, get along, get around, get in touch with, get involved, get on with it, abandon, afloat, assault, banish, breed, bury, trial, tortoise, loyal, mildly, napkin, nose butt.  
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